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No great foresight was indeed required to predict the con-
sequences of this triple arrangement, nor were they long in
coming. The first dissension broke out between Thoweynee and
Majid; the former claimed tribute and allegiance, the latter
refused both. A naval war between the brothers ensued, and
lasted two or three years, till English interference, and perhaps
the distance of the localities themselves, put an end to it. A
yearly tribute was fixed, by the payment of which Majid pur-
chased absolute and independent sovereignty over Zanjibar and
the Sowahil, for government, trade, and policy.

The next contest, resulting also from the fatal partition made
by the old king, was much more pernicious both in itself and in
its results. Thoweynee, whom his father's will had rendered
lord of two-thirds of the mainland of 'Oman, with its most im-
portant centres of government and traffic, master besides of the
great sea-ports on either side of the Gulf, with two-thirds of the
national commerce at his disposal, was no longer content with a
divided rule, and sought to deprive his younger brother Amjed
of his share of the inheritance, that he might rule alone, sole
and absolute master in 'Oman. But Amjed, though the weaker
of the two in material resources, possessed a powerful auxiliary
to his cause in the sympathy of almost all the native population
from Sharjah to Eas-el-Hadd; a sympathy acquired by his
amiable conduct, and by his good administration within his own
immediate territory. Accordingly, when the dispute between the
two brothers ripened into war, Thoweynee found the task before
him more difficult than he had anticipated, for the entire
Batinah, the largest and most populous province of the kingdom,
sided against him with Amjed; Nezwah, Bahilah, and Djebel-
Akhdar, followed the example; and Thoweynee's superiority
by sea could avail him little against an enemy who held far the
greater part of the mainland with its three capitals, and now
threatened in his turn to besiege his assailant in Mascat.

Once more English intervention made itself felt; pity that
it was in favour of the more unworthy party, namely, Thoweynee.
Amjed, who still held the open country, was invited by his elder
brother to a conference in Mascat, and there, in spite of solemn
engagements and promises, was treacherously detained prisoner;
immured in a fortress of the city, he remains a captive to the